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The implementation of the 
WTO TFA is less advanced 
than claimed
• Our methodology showed a different 

level of TFA implementation for 89% of 
Member commitments in the WTO TFA 
Database.

• In 77% of the cases, countries were less 
implemented than they had notified. 
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• Using data available in national Reform 
Trackers, the review compared the 
published WTO TFA implementation rate 
with the results of implementation 
assessments undertaken in 26 developing 
or least developed countries. 
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1

Trade Information 
Portals

2

Freedom of transit

3

Time Release Study

4

AEO & CBM

5

Digitalization & Single 
Window

Implementing trade facilitation obligations

KEY AREAS OF WORK FOR NTFCs IN 202501

Implementing trade facilitation reforms
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Beyond WTO TFA

NTMs and NTBs

4

Enhancing regional and 
international cooperation

3

Supply Chain 
Disruptions

1

Climate change and 
green trade facilitation

2

Inclusive trade 
facilitation

5
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Over the past five years, support for 
trade facilitation has declined

This has reduced financial and 
technical assistance for implementing 
the WTO Trade Facilitation 
Agreement, affecting developing 
countries in particular. 

Most NTFCs still report needing 
support, and persistent gaps suggest 
their challenges are structural rather 
than conjunctural.

KEY AREAS OF WORK FOR NTFCs IN 202401

Implementing trade facilitation reforms
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1
Advisory Services & Legal 
Assistance

Legal support and operating procedures  

2
Border Agency Cooperation & 
Transit Coordination

Border and transit coordination

3
Capacity Building &
E-learning

Training  fo r N TFC s and  stakeho ld ers

4
Climate-Smart Trade Facilitation

Lower-emission border procedures

5
E-Certificates

D ig ital trad e certificates

6
Inclusive Trade Facilitation

Tools for inclusive reform

7
NTFC Database

Data on national committees

8
Procedure Analysis & 
Simplification

Mapping and simplifying procedures

9
Rapid Scan for Preparedness

Crisis readiness assessment

10
Reform Tracker

Monitoring reform progress

11
Trade Information Portals

Clear trade information online
U N C T A D . o r g / T F
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Want to know more about Trade Facilitation? 
Visit us: https://unctad.org/tf

Have comments or suggestions? 
Contact us: unctad-tf@un.org


